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stroke had fallen on the ogre, for he howled lamentably and
shook like an aspen every time the prince hit the pillar,
until at last, when the pillar fell down, the ogre also fell
down and gave up the ghost.1     In another Cashmeer tale Cashmeer
an ogre is represented as laughing very heartily at the idea ^?alee
that he might possibly die.    He said that " he should never stories of
die.   No power could oppose him ; no years could age him ; wf^e livcf
he should remain ever strong and ever young, for the thing were in
wherein his life dwelt was most difficult to obtain."    It was 3ees'
in a queen bee, which was in a honeycomb on a tree.    But
the bees in the honeycomb were many and fierce, and it was
only at the greatest risk that any one could catch the queen.
However, the hero achieved the enterprise and crushed the
queen bee; and immediately the ogre fell stone dead to the
ground, so that the whole land trembled with the shock.2
In some Bengalee tales the life of a whole tribe of ogres is
described as concentrated in two bees.    The secret was thus
revealed by an old ogress to a captive princess who pre-
tended to fear lest the ogress should die.    " Know, foolish
girl/' said the ogress, " that we ogres never die.    We are not
naturally immortal, but our life depends on a secret which
no human being can unravel    Let me tell you what it is,
that you may be comforted.   You know yonder tank ; there
is in the middle of it a crystal pillar, on the top of which in
deep waters are two bees.    If any human being can dive into
the waters, and bring up to land the two bees from the pillar
in one breath, and destroy them so that not a drop of their
blood falls to the ground, then we ogres shall certainly die;
but if a single drop of blood falls to the ground, then from it
will start up a thousand ogres.    But what human being will
find out this secret, or, finding it, will be able to achieve the
feat ?    You need not, therefore, darling, be sad; I am prac-
tically immortal."    As usual, the princess reveals the secret
to the hero, who kills the bees, and that same moment all
the ogres drop down  dead,  each  on the spot where he
happened to be standing.8    In another Bengalee story :t is
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